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BACKGROUND
• Many patients health histories include opiate
addiction
• Clinical nurses have an ethical duty to treat pain
in all patients
• There is a link between prescribed opiates and
rise of illicit drug overdoses
• Nurses are essential educators for patient
population and must have the knowledge and
skills to intervene with patients at risk for opiate
abuse

OUTCOMES

IMPLEMENTATION

Compliance with Opioid
Pain Medicine Management Education

30%
Yes

• Pre-education chart audits completed July 2020
to determine compliance with documentation of
patient education related to opioid safety
• Education of RNs to document patient
education on opiates in electronic medical
record
• Visual cue attached to RN computers at server
area as a reminder to document opiate
education
• Post-education chart audits (similar to preeducation audits) completed in September
No 2020

PICO

NEXT STEPS

100%

• P- Nurses on 6K administering opiates
• I- Implementing a visual cue attached to computer
as a reminder to educate on opiates
• C- No visual cue

70%

• O- Providing patient education on opiates to
increase safety and understanding

EVIDENCE
• 45% of people who use heroin report their first
opioid exposure to be a prescription opioid
analgesic (Compton & Blancher, 2020)
• Current nursing curriculum does not dictate the
amount of emphasis devoted to prevalent topics
of pain and addiction (Compton & Blancher,
2020).
• Elderly patients taking multiple medications are
at great risk from adverse events from drug
interactions involving opiates (Naples et al,
2016)
2020

• Meet with 6K PCS to discuss chart review
results
• Attach visual reminder to each computer in
the patient rooms on 6K
• Further education for RNs on caring for
patients with opioid addiction
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